376. INDIANS AND THE NATIVE UNREST

The Government have at last accepted the offer of the Indian com-
munity, and put it upon its mettle. By way of experiment, they want
a corps of twenty stretcher-bearers. The Natal Indian Congress has sent
in a prompt reply.1 We think the Congress has done well in offering to
defray the wages of the bearers, so long as the corps remains in the ex-
perimental stage.

The acceptance by the Government synchronizes with the amend-
ment of the Fire-Arms Act, providing for the supply of arms to Indians,
and the statement made by Mr. Maydon to the effect that the Govern-
ment intended to give Indians an opportunity of taking their share in the
defence of the Colony.

Indians have now a splendid opportunity for showing that they are
capable of appreciating the duties of citizenship. At the same time, the
fact of the corps being raised is nothing to be unduly proud of. Twenty
Indians, or even two hundred, going to the front is a flea-bite. The Indian
sacrifice will rightly be considered infinitesimal. But it is the principle
involved which marks the importance of the event. The Government
have, by accepting the offer, shown their goodwill. And if Indians come
successfully through the ordeal, the possibilities for the future are very
great. Should they be assigned a permanent part in the Militia, there
will remain no ground for the European complaint that Europeans alone
have to bear the brunt of Colonial defence, and Indians will cease to feel
that, in not being allowed to participate in it, they are slighted.
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577. SOLDIERS* FUND
The Durban Women's Association has started a special fund for the
soldiers who have gone to the front to fight the Kaffirs. All leading men
have contributed to the Fund and some Indian names are seen among
the contributors. It is our advice that more Indians, traders and others,
should subscribe to the Fund. We mentioned last time how a corres-
pondent had advised us to raise such a fund in Maritzburg. He says that,
since we cannot bear our full share of the burden in the war, it is better
that we help in this manner.
The soldiers5 life is a hard one, The salary and allowances that the
Government pay them are not always enough. Those, therefore, who
do not go to the front should, in order to express their sympathy, raise
1 Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", p. 348.
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